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Meeting of the Committee on Electronic Computation 


During the ASCE Chicago Convention (on February 26, 1958), the Com- 
mittee on Electronic Computation held an open meeting, attended by 22 
members of the Committee and 21 visitors, to review progress made and to 
make future plans. In addition to sponsoring the general session on comput- 


ers, which was attended by more than 400 persons, the Committee is actively 
engaged in: 


1. Preparing material that may be used as a manual of practice and a 
glossary of terms used in programming and coding; 

2. Compiling a joint paper on mathematical methods used in structural 
applications; 
Compiling a directory of computer applications through direct contact 
with computer manufacturers and through a questionnaire being pre- 
pared by the committee; 
Planning a two-day conference on the structural applications of 
electronic computers to be held in Kansas City, Missouri, on November 
17 and 18, 1958. An announcement of that meeting follows this section. 


In view of the great interest expressed in the work of the committee, an 
affiliate membership has been established. A list of 37 affiliate members has 
been compiled, which includes members of the Society who have attended the 
committee meetings or who have made direct contact with the chairman or the 
secretary. Affiliate members will receive copies of committee communi- 
cations and may be asked to help out in the committee’s work, but will have 
no vote. Inquiries concerning affiliate membership are invited from interest- 
ed persons. 

The Committee is in the process of planning the establishment of two new 
task committees. One is to study training of programmers and the effect of 
electronic computers on engineering education. The other task committee is 
to investigate the status of program interchange between members of the 
profession and to make recommendations on a policy for more effective co- 
operation. In addition, the committee is planning to contact all groups 


Note: No. 1958-11 is part of the copyrighted Journal of the Structural Division, Pro- 
ceedings of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Vol. 84, ST 3, May, 1958. 
Copyright 1958 by the American Society of Civil Engineers 


1958- 11--1 


| 


a 

+ 
a 
¥ 


1958-11--2 ST 3 May, 1958 


interested in the use of computers for civil engineering work, both within and 
outside ASCE, in order to establish effective cooperation. 


CONFERENCE ON ELECTRONIC COMPUTATION 
Sponsored by the Kansas City (Mo.) Section and 
the Structural Division of ASCE 


Plans are being made to hold a two-day conference on the subject of 
structural applications of electronic computers. 


Dates: 20-21 November 1958 
Location: Kansas City, Missouri 
Sponsors: Committee on Electronic Computation, Structural Division; 


and Kansas City Section, ASCE 


Those who may be interested in attending or presenting papers are request- 
ed to fill out and mail the coupon following this section, as an aid to the organ- 
izing committee. 

A conference program of four half-day sessions is visualized, each session 
having a central topic covered by three or four 20-30 minute papers plus dis- 
cussion. It is hoped that the scope of the sessions will be broad enough to 
interest engineers just getting started in the field as well as advanced users 
of electronic computers. Possibilities for topics include the following: 


1. Orientation and philosophical background 

2. Numerical methods in electronic computation 

3. Programming and coding techniques 

4. Computer-group organization and machine selection 

5. Design problems: reinforced concrete, prestressed concrete, steel 
6. Steel fabrication and erection problems 

7. New applications and future potentialities 

8. Impact of electronic computation on engineering education 

9. Round-table discussions in small groups for final half-day session 


All qualified workers in this field are cordially invited to submit papers. 
The ideal paper will be one that is prepared first with publication in mind (in 
accordance with Structural Division basic manuscript requirements) and then 
abstracted to suit the time limitations and other requirements of an oral pre- 
sentation. Papers of sufficient quality prepared primarily for oral presen- 
tation will also be welcomed. 

Prospective speakers are requested to submit abstracts of their papers to 
the Chairman of the Task Committee on Publications and Technical Sessions 
before June 15, 1958. Complete manuscripts must be received before August 
15. Final selections will be announced by September 15. In addition, invi- 
tations to lecture will be extended to some of the recognized authorities in 
this field. 

General inquiries regarding the Conference or the Committee on Electronic 
Computation should be addressed to the Secretary. 
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The Organizing Committee 


Chairman, Committee on Electronic 
Computation 


Secretary, Committee on Electronic 
Computation 


Contact Member from Executive 
Committee, Structural Division 


Chairman, Kansas City Section 
Committee 


Chairman, Task Committee on 
Publications and Technical Sessions 


To: Jackson L. Durkee 
Bethlehem Steel Company 
Fabricated Steel Construction 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


NATHAN M. NEWMARK 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 


STEVEN J. FENVES 

Room 420 Civil Engineering Hall 
University of Illinois 

Urbana, Illinois 


ELMER K. TIMBY 

Howard, Needles, Tammen & 
Bergendoff 

99 Church Street 

New York, N., Y. 


JOSEF SORKIN 

Howard, Needles, Tammen & 
Bergendoff 

1805 Grand Avenue 

Kansas City 6, Mo. 


JACKSON L. DURKEE 
Bethlehem Steel Company 
Fabricated Steel Construction 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


I am interested in attending the Structural Division Conference on 
Electronic Computation. Topics of major interest to me are 


I am interested in submitting a paper for presentation at the Structural 


Division Conference. The subject is 


Iam enclosing suggestions for topics and/or special lecturers. 


Date 


Very truly yours, 


Name 


Address 
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Inquiry by Committee on Deflection Limitation of Bridges 


The Report of the Committee on Deflection Limitation of Bridges appears 
in the May issue of the Journal of the Structural Division. The committee, 
seeking the reasons for specified limitations on the deflection of highway 
bridges, has delved into past records, has reviewed reports on observed vi- 
brations, and has sought to glean pertinent facts from the data on recent field- 
tests and laboratory research. 

Immediately following the release of this report a sub-committee will send 
out a questionnaire designed to obtain certain up-to-date information on 
bridges which vibrate under traffic or show other behavior which may be re- 
lated to their stiffness. In sending this to highway departments and others 
responsible for the design, construction and maintenance of highway bridges, 
it is realized that many interested observers of such structures will be 
missed. The sub-committee asks that such individuals request a copy of the 
questionnaire by addressing its chairman, Mr. Randle B. Alexander, Bridge 


Engineer, State Highway Department, State Highway Building, Austin 14, 
Texas, 
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